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GENERAL THEME

What If You Gave Christ
Everything ?
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Senior Youth/Young Adults Week of Prayer i Concepts

Several dozen youth prayed earnestly for the Holy Spirit to give them the words to call their peers
around the world to join them in becoming Disciples of Christ now! This Senior Youth Week of Prayer

is their voice, their wordb

Sermon #1

Sermon #2
Small Group Study

Sermon #3
Small Group Study

Sermon #4
Small Group Study

Sermon #5
Small Group Study

Sermon #6
Small Group Study

Sermon #7
Small Group Study

Sermon #8

OEAEO PAOOEIT18OEAEO EAAOO AOUSB

JESUS

John 10:10

Jesus turns your world upside down with His grace, forgiveness, peace,
love and hope!

EXPLORE

John 1:35-42

Tell God to show Himself to you. Give Him permission to work in your
life. Check Him out!

COME

Matthew 4:18-20

Jesus calls anyone and everyone to be His disciple

Come to Him as you are i daily, in His Word and in prayer

TRUST

Matthew 14:22-33

Everyone lives in their fAboato. Step out of your
Jesus no matter what the risk. Trust your |ife 1
Him.

SURRENDER

John 13:1-18

The world sees surrender as defeat. The follower of Christ finds
surrender T victory! Give God everything. Hold nothing back. Surrender
leads to service.

ASK

Acts 2:1-47

The Main Player in the end is the Holy Spiriti not youéso ask Him to
totally transform you, equip you and send you out on His mission.

LOVE
John 13:35; Matthew 28:18-20; John 21:15-19; Acts 10
Love others as God | oves you. Godds |l ove | eads vy

everyone you meet to Jesus Christ.

WHAT IF YOU GAVE HIM EVERYTHING?

Acts 3& 4

There is no |imit to what God can do in youéand
Give everything you are and have to Jesus Christ i and see what He will

do. Can you imagine the impact on your home, school, church i and

your world?
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Small Group Curriculum Values

A Unconditional love of God
A Salvation by grace
A High priority of a daily personal relationship with Jesus Christ
A Fosters daily relationship with Christ through Godds Word al
A Godds Weedastwards
A Life-transformational by the Holy Spirit
A Encourages identity with the message and mission of the Seventh-day Adventist movement
A Spirit of Prophecy will provide timely, inspired, supplemental reading
A Practical Christianity
A Disciples are disciple-makers!
Small Group Curriculum Concepts
Check-In Connect with what God is doing with each other
Accountability - Care enough to support a peer in living each faith step
Bridge Links the participantds heart to the relevancy of God
Debrief
Focal Point The focus
Introduction
The Word Study to know Godds Word for yourself
Try it Out! Practice Godds Word
What ifé? Apply Godds Word to your own world
Our Voices Short, powerful testimonies of what the faith challenge means in your life
Check Out Summary
Choice
Faith Challenge - Follow through with the faith step during the next 23 hours
Prayer
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Day 1

JESUS
John 10:10

SERMON
FOCAL POINT : Jesus/Abundant Life
Small Groups
Bridge
1. Ask the congregation to forgroups of threer four.

2. Say: Think for a minute@bout interesting, positive facts about youdelfo thatyou think your
friends and family know aboybuand one that you wish ey®ne knew about you.

3. Say:Take turns discussing theteresting facts about yourself fihwee minutes.

4. Talk about it Did you hear things you already knew? Did you learn anything about anyone? Did
someone learn something about you that you thought they already kebautdt have known? What

are one orwo things that Jesus may wish everyone knew about who He really is? Tonight, will you
discover Jesus all over agdrdiscover who He is? Maybe we know Him, but maybe there are things we
dondt know.

Introduction

Many of you have grown up hearing the story of JesusmuaedHe is, buhow muchdo you really know
about Hin? Who is this Manwho gave up His life so we coulide? Today/Tonight we wilinvestigate
who He is and what that means for us.

Message

fiGod islove 0 So says the apostle John in 1 J@hb6. TheBible also tells us thalesusisGadi | n t he
beginning was the Worand the Word wawith God, and the Word was Go¢John 1:1)Later in the

same chapter, we read tiiat h e #&éamedlesty and dweltnong ué (John 1:14)Followers of

Christ believe thalesus is the Word and the Word is Gamlve can conclude that Jesus is God. God is
love, so Jesus, too, is lovEhose who have a relationship with Jesus claim to know this for sure.

1 Corinthiansl3:48r eads, fALove is patient, |love is kind.

proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not-sekking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoiceshia truth. It always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseverésve never failg
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Because Jesus i s | ovtebetdr entetstmnd woddeisJt ehseu st eixst patiise nmta,y Jesus
is kind. Jesus doe s nodstJesupig notpmoud.yesusdlaes notdishdrmreothersp ot b

Jesus is not seffeeking, Jesus is not easily angered, Jesus keeps no record of wrongs. Jesus does not

delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Jesus always protects, always trusts, alwagsahopgs

persevereslesus never fails.

This passage gives a clear picture of Jesusd remar kabl e t

I'n the chap r i the bodkDesird of AgesEllen\White @dscribed Jesus' younger

years A The |

as a child; but no trace of sin marred the image of God within Him. Yet He was not exempt from
temptation. The inhabitants of Nazareth were proverbial for Wiekedness. The low estimate in which
they were generally held is shown by Nathanael's question, "Can there any good thing come out of
Nazareth?(John 1:4%. Jesus was placed where His character would be tested. It was necessary for Him
to be constantlpn guard in order to preserve His purity. He was subject to all the conflicts which we

have to meet, that He might be an example to us in childhood, youth, and manhood."

Doesnét this make you want to know Jesus?

Long ago, heaven witnessed a challengetsli s 6 genuine character. Di ssatisfied wi
Lucifer |l ed a rebellion, questioning Godoés authority and

operated under Godds | aw of perfect Ingofdis God was unwil i
creations. The Bible tells us that we cannot | ove out of

drives out fearo (1 John 4:18). Lucifer had a choice betw
and he chose tawandbharbcteeohlaye Godods |

Sa t asolé desirés to replace God on Histhrone sai ah 14: 13, 14 records Lucifer as

ascend to heaven; | will raise my throne above the stars of God, and | will sit on the mount of the
assembly in the recesbthe north. | will ascend above the heights of the clouds. | will make myself lik
the Most Hi ght.od hLauvcei fGeorchotsis igbtasssterthis strbgglé between God
and Satan is described as a war in Revelation92:7 herdivilas war imeavenMichael and his angels

I

t e
fe of Jesus was a |ife in harmony with God. Whi

fought against the dragonéand his angelséand they | ost the

hurled downéSatan, who |l eads the whole world astray. oo

Adam and Eve, under the law of perfect love and free will, were ¢feechoicén whom to believe:

GodorSatanUnf ortunatel vy, b e avayuosirevorld is row sta@ineditistlee culBse 6fa n 6 s

sinand the misery sinbrings But God gives us hope. 1 Corinthians 15: 22
lifegott he human race i nto s0iJne sdunehdande spved feominoJesiser mands | i f e
came to this world not only to save us, but also to demonstrate His true identity once and for all. Time

and time again, God has proven lths e | fcontpassidnaeandigracious, slow to anger, and

abounding in loving kindness and traiExodus 34:6).Jesus is mighty, glorious, and majestiyond

all human understandingven mordlifficult to comprehendire the depths of His love and compassion.

Close yur eyesand imagine with me.
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Joshuasighed. Everything felt perfetdday. As he wiked through town on his way home, neighbors
greeted him warmly and little children ran alongside him, for everyone loved Joshua. Striding through
the door of his home, he wgeeeteby hi s f at her6s warm wel come.

Joshua and his father had always dreamed of having an ant farm. Finally, that dream had become a

reality, and Joshua loved to take care of his&mtsc h  t o J o s lhowexdy shortly afterrha y

established hisra farm, the antate a poisonous plant@ contracted a deadly diseasheants

frequentygr umbl ed to themselves that it was ausdé Joshuads fault

Joshua tried to ease their pain as much as he could, but nowfedtene tried, the ants always accused
him of being overprotective and controllinigeighbors whispered that Joshuawld allow the poison

to kill all of the antso he couldstart ovemwith a new set of ants. Soreaggested that he might
accelerate thprocess by wearing his hiking boots and stepping on all of the art3oghua was
horrified by theesuggetions He would never do such a thin@n the contrary, before he eveegan
this ant farmJoshua had realized the possibifitptthe antanight contracthis diseasesohe and his
father had glan to counteract its spread.

It happened to be on thimrticular day, as Joshua watched his ants with compassion, that he decided it
was time to put his plan into action. As he watched his belamtdamblingaround so sicklyJoshua

called his father into the room.AAdle¢ 6bpgotisner® Yos hwantsai d
to do this?d his father replidédtoBYohhedomdty hawe ttoo siafvey a
Dadp Joshua countered. fiYou and | both know that. I l ove t#

them sat in silence as they watched the ants. Joshua reviewed the plan in his head.

First, he would have to becomeomaanad?GiveupiWemlanh udder ed at t he
forever 2?0

Second, he would have to liesthe ants butavoid contractinghe disease. He knew it was possible.

But the plantdéds fruit | ooked like it would taste deliciou:
once.And a single taste was all that was necessary. Joshua had tried to warn dbeuattite plant but
they hadnét | istened.

Next, he would offer the anthe cure. He kew they would make fun of him, mock hirapuigh at him
while he was one of therile would never fit in. He would never receive the love he received in his
current home. The glory, the admiraifoall would cease to be.

J o s hfatleedngerruptechis thoghts.A They wi | | ki IAlMayoyu ,0f herhesaind s will rejec
andthear e you bring. They wil/l |l abel you as an intruder, and
AYes, 0 said Joshua, fine laddw,r b wWwtm gohestwilHEb § aiesy e ptnfei | | ed

with tears as he turned around and lookeoh i s f ey éehe.r Oieloffthern heketves e and
accepts the cure | brinthis mission will be a successdally want to do this 0

Senior Youth Seek of Prayer2012 What if You Gave Christ Everything? 7



By now, youdve realized that, in this story, Joshua repre:c
and every other human being that hasrdived (orwill live) on earth. As part of the Heavenly plan,

Jesudeft a world of indescribable glory and unfathomable perfection and love. He risked everything to

save even just one person and prove His character ofHeueft behindthe lifethatHe has designed

for us. Can you imagine how muchvidJesus has for each of us & iWas willing todie the deatlthat

we deserve And He diedso that we can someday live the lif@tHe leftbehindand receive the reward

He deserve®id you get that? &t me read it agaifiReaderplease read this slowly enhance

comprehensioh He died so that we can someday live the life that He left behind and receive the reward

He deserves.

Compared to His majesty and splendee, are less thathe sizeofl o s hu a 6 s ebdetam®neofBut H
us to save us and shdtis lovefor us He loves us so much that He has eaghout a plan for us to

follow so that we can become more like the wonderful Being He is. In John, 161 tells us that

unlike a thief that comes to steal, kill, and destroy, He cantlzaswe could have lifd and not jusany

life, but an abundant life.

Jesus was us to live an abundant lisssHe did when He was here on this earth. He offers us afli
unshakeable jdy joy that permeates our beimggardless athe circumstances of today or the worries
of tomorrow

He offers us a life of unfathomable pedageeace through Him when our world is crashing down all
around us.

He offers us a relationship with Hithat allows us tealk with Him aboutanythingin prayerand know
that He wonoét judge us or hurt wus

He offers uddentity in being His beloved, accepteuildd butnot just any child, the chilthat He gave
His life for.

He offersus a purposeinlden ot i n the future when webdre ol der, smarter,
rather, He offers us purpose ndwoes this sound appealing to you? Is this something you would want

to have? This week we willdstalking about how you can have this kind of relationship with Jesusd s

time to take time andrg out to see Jesus for who Heand who He wants to be in our lives.

Will you choose to see Jesus for who He really is?
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

What do you think about all/l oFont ht Bi?s I p@rst it meoff ororyioghtt @s
me et i ng, gréupstofdhsee dr touflceallythesegroups will not change throughout this week.)

Start with a pragr (one person or margan pray) and ask Gdd come into your group and lead your

discussionAsk Him to reveal Himself to you. Then start talking.

Read 1 Corinthians 138 againr epl aci ng t he wo WHichitldsaiptien®f Jesustish fAJesus
your favorite? Why? How ha you seen this characteristic of Jesus shown in the &iliteyour life?

Did you learn anything new about Jesus? If so, what? Did you get a better understanding of something
about Himthaty ouéve heard before? Did ywhynot?i ke this picture of J

How might the things that Jesus offers you change your life if yooseho acept thengjoy, peace,
acceptance, identity, and purpdaél/hat other things from the Bible can you find that God wants to
give you?

We are lile bugs. Even we agree tisguishing a bug is easier than attempting to saVédtwould
never even consider becomiadpug andgacrificing our lives so itould live Yet, Jesus became a
human for us. How does this realization affect yditfw does thichange the value you place on
yourself and others?

Think of an example of the most unselfish love you have ever experiabed was it? How was it
demonstratedPlow did it make you feelfHave a few people share if they want tdgw can you show
this kind of love to those with whom you come in contact?

Faith Challenge

Each night we wil | .gBachaeighywhen yaetuffoa will begiverrea | | en g e
opportunity to checkn each otheandh ol d each ot her accountable for doing it.
challengebefore we meet agatomorrow isthis:

Spend 510 minutes at home reflecting on what yoatteand discussed tonight.
Think about someonewhomaya nt t o hear the things youdre | earning
Come back tomorrow night anifl you want to,bring a friend.

Closing

Close together with a praydreak off from yoursmall group into groups of twd@ ogether pray and
praise God for who He is andhat He has done for you. Thpray for each otheAsk your partneif
there is anything they want prayer for specifically (struggles, fafnignds, regests. Pray for God to
speak through this week of prayer in a powerful viEgally, pray that God will help you accomplish
the faith challenge
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Day 2
EXPLORE

John 1:3%42

SERMON

FOCAL POINT : To find out who Jesu=ally is, we must open our minds to explore while opening our
hearts to God.

Check-In

SayTonight, webre going to b-&psople fhdse grgqupsoffenrse t i me i n groups
chancefor us to get together and talk about questions and study the Bible. (Allow time for group

organization.) Now, within your groups, meet witB Bther people of the same gender and ask each

other, ADid anything in | as tidinsiicgihyodr minddnBiéyfoi ng st and out to
agree with it or not? Did you try the faith challenge?0 I
said last night.

Bridge
Have the congregation stay in their small groups-8f 2

Say:Have you ever wanted to getknow all that you possibly could about a specific person? Maybe

that person was a famous figure or a new kid at school. What prompted your interest in them? What did
you have to do in order to find out what they are really like? Did you ask aroundpDitty to hang

out with them yourself? Discuss this within your groups for a few minutes.

After giving a few minutes for discussion, ask for 1 or 2 volunteers to share their thoughts on how they
try to get to know someone.

Debrief: What are some similares and differences between exploring the character of a person and
exploring the character of Jesus? Do we adopt other peopl e
go out and search for more about Him? What makes us want to purs@e Him

Introduction
The lady stood at her table strewn with brochures and called lougéssersbyn the streeti Do  y o u
know Jesus? Who is God to you? Do you thirst for the trutt

goodb6! o

A hurriedlooking man threw a sideways gtanat the table. The lady jumped at this chance, stopping to
address him directlywitit Ex cuse me, sir, would you |Iike to know more ab
exactly?bo

The man | istened to her query befordethgnsicampnd! v repl ying, 0l
and read all your |literature. o
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ABut itds not jeunscto nphaasts,i nsgi rq,u eisttd,s saere kailnlg t o di scover the
He crossed his arms and pursed his | ipsmaylieAct ual | vy, I don¢
God exists, maybe He |l oves us, maybe He doesn6t, or maybe
uni verse. 0 He shruggeaey, aintd dcoedridntueerdg ¢ tAieomyt thaewmed | f e t o
deal with, and | dgnéattseeeabesyraatueot noocasfndeities. N o \
I have some errands to run. o0

The womandéds face fell as she realized that there was no wze

of seeking God. As he strode away, she looked at the rést pebple filling the street. How many of

them were like that man, secure and content with the status quo of their lives? Or how many believed
they had the truth all figured out and were not even looking for other possibilities? She silently prayed
that hey might all take the first step and explore just who God was.

Message

The Bible deals a lot with exploration and explorers, from a woman looking for a simple coin to the

Israelites exploring new territory. You can become explorers too! Jesus wanguasue Him and to

get to know Him better. Godds Word gives a variety of exar
was.

A simple, personal testimony may be all it takes to spark the need to further explore Jesus. This is all it
took for two of Johnth8 apt i st 6s di sci ples to conclude that they had a

Read John 1:339. Prior to these verses, we find John the Baptist preaching about the-soome

Messiah and how He takes away the sins of the world. He was practivaily g stirring personal

testimony as to what he knew about Jesus from exploring Hi
the possibilities of it being true grabbed their attention and held it fast while they had a bit of time to

think over and porgl what John proclaimed. So by the time Jesus came, their curiosity was pretty riled

up, and they immediately followed Him to try to learn more about Him.

For some people, exploring Jesus takes time, but the initial step is done almost on a whime&mon P

was like that. Read John 1402 . Andr ewdés announcement, fAWe have found the
resonated with Peter for him to be willing to be led to Jesus. Little did Andrew know it, but he had

ignited a small but sure flame that would inspire P&tgjo out and explore who Jesus really was.

Facts cannot always persuade a person to explore Jesus on a deeper level. fieisenei@ripture is
a prime example of a group of people, the Pharisees, whose hearts and minds were not changed by the
facts. In John 9:84, Jesus is walking with His disciples one fine Sabbath afternoon when they spot a

man who had been blind since birth. Jesus spat on the gr ol
eyes, and then told him to go wash off the mud irSifam Pool. The man did as he was told and his
sight was restored! Most people were amazed and astoni shec

this happening at all. They accused Jesus of breaking the law by healing on the Sabbath day. They
questiond the former blind man and his parents, but the answers they received did not coincide with
their preconceived ideas, so they refused to believe in Jesus.
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As we explore, other peopleds opinionlsJesan have quite the
aks His disciples what others think of théyi m, but he didnot
personally thought He was. Simon Peter, without hesitatior
the Iiving God. o

People today should become more lild? in this aspect. Peter had been exploring Jesus. He had been

exploring so much that he was now comfortable with what he
opinions were. Having sought out so much about Jesus, Peter had discovered that Jesusevasi¢he o

God and Messiah.

It is not too difficult to start exploring who Jesus is. As Ellen G. White said in her Btepks To Christ

AGod never asks us to believe, without giving sufficient e
existence, His chacter, the truthfulness of His word, are all established by testimony that appeals to our

reason; and this testimony is abundant. Yet God has never removed the possibility of doubt. Our faith

must rest upon evidence, not demonstration. Those who wislul wdl have opportunity; while

those who really desire to know the truth will find plenty of evidence on which to rest thiair fait p .

105). Nowread what Jesus says Himself in Luke 1109 If we look about and actually do some

seeking and exploringye are guaranteed to find Jesus and His true character. Read Jeremigt829:12

In order for us to find what we are exploring for, we must seek for it wholeheartedly; we must want it

more than anything.

Exploration never starts whikgtting around doing nothidgyou must take the first step. First, choose

to commit to discovering the truth about Jesus. Then, decide where you are going next. Will your plan

involve incorporating Bible studies to help deepen your knowledge of Chrisii] drfocus on learning

to just sit and listen to Jesus? Also, take lots of time just to talk with Him through prayer. How else are

you going to get to know Him if you donét spend time with
on led to him proaiming with assurance that Jesus was the Son of the living God. What a

transformation! Justimagind't 6 s possi bl e for you too!

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
Go back to the groups of2people that you met with at the beginning and discuss these questions:

What if....you had to give up everything in order to explore Jesus, with nothing holding you back, no
distractions? Would you be willing to do it? What would exploring Jesus look like in your life?

What if....you encountered something in the Bible that faund disagreeable, that just rubbed you the
wrong way? Would you reject it on account of its unpleasantness? What would you do? Why?

What if....you gave God the chance to work in your life? What do you think would happen?
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Faith Challenge

Tonight, exarme the way you see God. What is your perception in relation to what actually is the truth?
Then, take time to explore who He really is. Obviously, your exploration will last much longer than one
night, but start your journey nowyearnestly seeking HinmiHis Word, the Bible.

Becoming a disciple of Chridtgiving up everything and followingHi®can be har d. So donét feel
pressured to say yes to Him quite yet. Just take tonight as a time to not say no to Him, a time to open up

His word and open up your nd and your heart to the possibility that God could be showing you

somet hing beyond what youbére used tol

Closing
Within your minigroups of 23 people, ask for prayer requests and pray over them and for each other.
Pray al so for t amniagk@Goddosbleds aachphrson ds ad ol shenegpbores Him.
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EXPLORE

SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE
(ARefinedd Version)

Check-In

SAY: Tonight, webre going to b-22people thdse grgqupsoffenrae t i me i n groups
chance for us to get togethand talk about questions and study the Bible. (Allow time for group

organization.) Now, within your groups, meet witB Bther people of the same gender and ask each

other, ADid anything in |l ast night 6dndhdbidegdui ng stand out to

agree with it or not? Did you try the faith challenge?0 I
said last night.

Bridge
Go back to your main group of®.
Give each group a sufficient amount of paper and writing utensils for Step 3.

Have each individual write thrednaracteristics about themselves (pdysical characteristics, i.e.
hobbies, personality traits, age, etc.).

Fold each paper and stick them in a bag and mix them up, then have each persopajremw|f you
draw yourown, put it back and rdraw.

Have everyone look at their paper and, based on the listed characteristics, try to find the person so
described by asking each person if those characteristics are theirs.

AskkAiHow do t he met hods yaeadingths tmitk wtitten oh thenpdpert asking p e

rso
around, asking the person themselves) relate to

n (r
how you cz

Alternative Bridge

Ask for a volunteer to take off their shoes and place them (or any other object) where everyone in the
groy can see them easily.

Give everyone one minute to carefully study the shoes and make every mental observation they can
about them.

Remove the shoes from the groupds sight.

Ask everyone to share their observations.
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Ask:iWhi ch obser vat idwhy? Hosvdid therobsereationsydiffar froen ione another?
What does this activity show us about exploring who Jesus

FOCAL POINT : To find out who Jesually is, we must open our minds to explore while opening our
hearts to God.

Introduction
Imagine the following scene:

The lady stood at her table strewn with brochures and called out loudly to passersby on the street:

ADo you know Jesus? Who is God to you? Do you thirst for t
is goodd! o

A hurriedtlooking man threw a sideways glance at the table. The lady jumped at this chance, stopping to
address him directywiti Ex cuse me, sir, would you |ike to know more ab
exactly?0o

The man |

i stened to her quetryveefforebetoeptthgingpl yondo fil
and read all

your |literature. o

ABut itoéds not feunscto mphaasts,i nsgi rg,u eisttd,s saene kailnlg t o di scover the
He crossed his arms and pur s abdutthat sortdfthipgsSomédyldlect ual |y, | dont
God exists, maybe He | oves us, maybe He doesné6t, or maybe
universe. o He shrugged, and doae®ihddvuee dgacttfi &yt hoewnmel | f e t o

deal with,andldndét see any value in chasing afteme abstract noti or
I have some errands to run.o

The womands face fell as she realized that there was no we

of seeking God. As he strode awalie looked at the rest of the people filling the street. How many of
them were like that man, secure and content with the status quo of their lives? Or how many believed
they had the truth all figured out and were not looking for any other possibilitiesSil8&ntly prayed

that they might all take the first step and explore just who God was.

As for us, |l etbds examine the topic of exploring Jesus fror

The Word
Continuing in your main group of-82, read and discuss the following pagEsa

Read John 1:389. Why did the two disciples of John follow Jesus? What do you think they were
searching for?
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Read on to verses 42. In your opinion, what made Andrew decide so soon that Jesus was the

Messiah? What do you think Peter thought whedraw told him of his discovery? Why did Peter

all ow himself to be led to Jesus? Why do you think Peter ¢
What would you have done?

ReadJohn9:B4. The Pharisees explored Jesocoxlésiomand! i ng for t hems:é
what made them come to that conclusion? Why do you think they were neitniqpeed in their
examination of Jesus6 actions?

Read Matthew 16:226. Who did people say Jesus was? Who did Peter say Jesus was? What do you
think convinced hinto identify Jesus in this way?

Read Luke 119 0. What do you think Jesus means by fasking and re
Aknocking and having the door -G4pWhatddesitneanherei 60? Now read Jer
t o fiseek andHdwidoedthis divihegromise todh@ Israelites also apply to us today?

Try It Out!

AWho is God?0 Pose this question to the people around you,
lot of ideas on the matter. But have you ever thought about isgifalikewise, opinions on the exact

identity of Jesus are all over the map, but what do YOU think about Him? Who is He to you? Maybe

you find it hard to care about this issue, like the man in the illustration, or feel that you already have all

thetruthy ou need. But what iif therebds more? It all comes down

Wanting to explore Him is just the first step. The real key to this quest consists of two parts: opening our

minds to explore and opening our hearts to God. Openinghiimds means being willing to consider

every possible truth, no matter how strange or uncomfortat
out there, whether we find it in the Bible or hear it from the opinionated people around us. Opening our

hearts reans approaching the exploration in a spiritually humble way, avoiding a critical attitude, and

giving God permission to work in our lives. You dondét have
the help of the Holy Spirit of truth. Think of it as reatying yes to @rist, but not saying no to Him
either. Jesus doesnét force us to pursue Him; He does, ho\

choose to explore Him.

Ellen White writes in her boolgtepsto Christ A God never ask givingsuffitiemt bel i eve, withou
evidence upon which to base our faith. His existence, His character, the truthfulness of His word, are all

established by testimony that appeals to our reason; and this testimony is abundant. Yet God has never

removed the possibility afoubt. Our faith must rest upon evidence, not demonstration. Those who wish

to doubt will have opportunity; while those who really desire to know the truth will find plenty of

eviderce on which to rest their fabh ( p . 105)

Let 6s st op aoodrselvesSome deepasdid e atrhcihsi ng is in order. Ask your sel
my view of God right now? How did | get to see Him that way? Have httikee to really explore
G o d 6md ald character? How operinded and opehearted have | been in doing that?

Go back to the groups of2people that you met with at the beginning. Within each group, ask:
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What kind of value is there in exploring Jesus?

Is there something in particular you want to know about God? How would you go about finding the
answer?

Within your small groups (3), discuss these questions:

What if....you had to give up everything in order to explore Jesus, with nothing holding you back, no
distractions? Would you be willing to do it? What would that look like for you?

What if....you found smething in the Bible that you found disagreeable, that just rubbed you the wrong
way? Would you reject it on account of its unpleasantness? What would you do? Why?

What if....you gave God the chance to work in your life? What do you think would happen?

Check-Out

Summary: Peter was willing to explore who Jesus was for the possibility that Jesus was the true

Messiah, just like what his brother Andrew said. What Peter found was definitely worth his while, as

evidenced by his declaration some time later Jeaus was indeed the Messiah, the very Son of God.

Jesus went on to transform Peteroés |life, turning him into
gospel to lands near and far. But that thatansformation woul
first step to seek Jesus.

Choice: Will you open your mind and heart to God today? Will you explore who He is and not say no
just yet?

Faith Challenge: Becoming a disciple of Chrisgiving up everything and following Hirrcan be hard.

S o d o n @dsurdd eoesdy yep to Him quite yet. Just take tonight as a time to not say no to Him, a
time to open up His word and open up your mind and heart to the possibility that God could be showing
you something beyond what youdre used to!

First, determine if yo are willing to start on an exploration of who God really is.

Next, find a way to apply your exploration to your daily life. You may want to begin searching the

Scriptures for evidence of Godbdés identglestyyu and character, é
may be facing. You may decide to talk to others who might be able to help you in your spiritu&l quest

your peers, a pastor, a teacher, a parent, or another trusted individual.

Finally, pray and ask God to help you in your search for Him. Askbhatveal Himself to you in the

right way, at the right ti me. Pray earnestly for a humbl e
findings....or your confusion and frustration! Request the Holy Spirit of truth to guide you and keep you

operrminded and opn-hearted.
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Prayer: Within your minigroups of 23 people, ask for prayer requests and pray over them and for each
ot her . Pray also for tonightoéds faith challenge and ask Gocr
Him.
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Day 3
COME

Matthew 4:1820

SERMON
FOCAL POINT : Come to Jesus
Check-In

AskiDi di expl ore anyfiwWhwyngodld awhy nn gth ddhoagihutayaur di d you f i n
exploration?9

Ask: Please get in groups of three four of the samegendarnd t al k about | ast nightoés Fait
Challenge and the quésh justaskeddi scuss how it went, why you did or didnodt
make it a regular thing in your life, and then pray with eatier over what was discussed.

Bridge

Ask the congregation to continue in their groups-df 3

Say Each group has a few minutes to come up with what they would do or say if they were trying to

convince all of us to follow them out the door right now.

Call for threeteams to come up front adémonstrate their idea of how to convince everyone to follow

them out the door.

Debrief 1t 6s not easy to convince people to come and foll ow,
Him with only a simple call. In your groups discuss these questghat would Jesus have to say or do

to convince you to come out the door?atMhall He said to you was come? Would you come? Would it

be hard to follow Him? Why or why not?

Introduction

Coming means stepping out into the unknown! Jesus calls us toustepfaith and come to Him! Jesus

wants you to open the door now! Are you ready to find out what Jesus has waiting férgouw

ready to follow Him througtthe door?

Message

Read Matthew 4:1-2 O . Here, we find Peterdés experience with coming
approaches Peter, in this story, He comes with a very si mjp
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In those days, being chosen as a disciple was an extreme hondy, te dest and brightest people

were chosen to work for the rabbis. It was therefore a very structured, meticulous process. However,

Jesusb6 process for choosing disciples was dramatically dif
wait for men to ome find Him; instead, Jesus CAME to His disciples! It is ironic to think that Jesus

only asked His disciples to do what He did for them! He came to themsked that they simply come

toHh m i n r et ustraidgehBtauring the grocéss ofinit ng di sci pl es, Jesus didndét go
king, priest, or other high member of society? Instead, He went to the simplest, most common man.

Nothing was very special about Peter, right? But, Jesus knew his heart and his potential, and somehow,

that was what magted! The call that Jesus made to Peter, He also extends to each one of us, not because

of our position, strengths, or talents. Rather, He does this because He sees the true condition of our

heart s! iWe must not wai t dodunities, orfooholigrdempepseWes uasi ons, f or be
can do nothing of ourselves. Wermus c o me t o Chr iSgeps tojChrisfi. 30pHe knowes ar e 0 (

that each one of us has the potential to benefit His kingdom!

So, we can see that Jesus called even the sitrgflenen to come follow Him. In the same way, Jesus

calls us to come follow Him no matter how undeserving we may feell But often times, we try to make

up excuses and reasons why we canét come and truly follow
afollower for another day, or for another person! Yet, Christ calls each one of us, today!

Read Luke 9:5862. In these verses, Jesus makes it clear that when we@diima we should come
with 100 percentledication to His calll This means we do not makeuses or put off our commitment,

but rather, we come when He calls with all that we arel! He
before we come; He just asks us to come whol eheartedly! Tt
neverevensecomguessed his actimnand JRestuesr sdiidln 6th Cloemte anyt hing, a
preconceived ideas hold him back! Something about Jesus we

needany persuading. Peter came 100 percamd so should we!

Hawe you heard the story about Jim Laudey who shared an apartment with his best friend, $tevie, in
bustling city of San DiegoBoth men felt overwhelmed by the hectic atmosphere surrounding them!
One day, they met a man named Michael who told them d¢fdm® on the Pacific coast! As he talked,
Jim and Stevie began to imagine what their lives could be like if they could live like Michael! As if he
could read their minds, he broke their daydreamsbiying them to come back wittirh and live a new

life on beautiful beachfront property. There were only two conditions: They could only come if they
came empty handed and if Michael built their homes! They had to be willing to accept everything their
new life offered! Within secondspth Jim and Stevie accepted his offer.

As the men made their way to the new property, their minds raced! They imagined the gigantic houses
they would build! Finally, they reached their new tedrhey soaked in the fresh aind the sound of

the waves crdsng against the shores. They heard the giddy laughter of the children, watched as a
couple walked hand in hand, and saw the beautiful sunset hanging above the water. This was what they
had been waiting for!

Michael walked alongside thaen as they survey the scenand focused the men on where their
homes would soon stand. He took them over to a large plot of land. It was time to start building. Jim
followed Michael over to the land given him. Stevie, on the other hand, turned away. He would build
his ome by himself! He knew heas perfectly capable on his oand what his house should look like.
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A biblical parable tells a similar story of two men who built their houses on a beachfront shore! Read
Luke 6:4649. When we come to Jesus, He helps us lausiitong foundation that supports our new life

with Him. You see, both Jim and Stevie ficamed in action!
build a life foundation that will never fail us!

When we say yes to God?o6s waydktérand éim dichWeofadlevneto come t he s ame
merely in acn, but in heart! We follow 100 percéftyou want to come and build a sturdy foundation

in Christ, then now is the time to make your <choice! iYes,
sturdy foundht i on | set my | ife on! Yes, when You | ead me, I wi |l
But what comes next? What makes the simple filyeso response
us to grow in knowing Him so that we can better understand what it means to follow Him!ds 4:8mn

we are told that when we come near to God, He comes near
continually come near to Christ, and in return, He does the same for you! One way of coming nearer to

God is through T.A.G. or TimAlone with God! To &art thisonly takes three simple steps:

Choose a timeChoose a time that would work best for you to connect with God every day. Would it

be morning, afternogmr evening?

Choose a placelt helps you make T.A.G. a priority if you have a place seteatsi meet with God.

Think of a place that would be most free of distractions.

ChooseaplanThi nk of T. A. G. having at two great priorities: pr
you wil |l read and study i n Go diedourWospets orGenedisisyou are | ust €
a great place to begin! Just talk to God |i ke you talk toc¢
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

Now | etds get back in the groups you met with earlier and

following Christ! Start your session by asking God to come into your group and lead your discussion!
Ask Him to give you an honest heart and an open mind to what each person may say!

What if you told Jesus Christ you would come to Him as you are? What watilidok like in your
life?

What if you told Jesus Christ you would follow Him wherever He leads? What kind of places could He
take you? Would it have to be a physical place, or could He lead you to a change in mindset?

What if you invested in a relatiolmip with God on a daily basis? Have you ever applied something like
T.A.G. in your life? If so, how was your experience? What would make T.A.G. spiritually refreshing for
you?

Faith Challenge
Would you like to grow in your faith journey with God? Ydaith challenge over the next 23 hours
before we meet again is this:
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Apply T.A.G. in your life

Read Matthew 4:1:20 and Luke 6:4@19.

Talk to God about your choice to follow Him

Ask Him to impress your heart with whatever He has to say to you in redpons

If you want to come to Christ, but hesitate, ask Him to give you the desire to follow Him.
Ask Him to make this coming process a strong foundation for your spiritual walk!

Closing

Close together with a prayer. Pray for the person on your right. tiabkie/she may be able to accept

the challenge they received today and that God could begin to lead him/her into a whole new life! Pray
for any specific situation he/she mentioned or just for his/her T.A.G. time with God. Then we will close

with a groupprayer!
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COME

Matthew 4:1820

SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE
Check-In

Ask:AiDi di yexpl ore anyfiwWhwynwgold awhy nihgth? @ ofntwbtgour di d you find th
exploration?o

Ask: Pleaseget in groups of three or foyreople of the same genderdtalka bout | ast nightdéds Faith
Challenge and the question justask&i scuss how it went, why you did or didnot
make it a regular thing in your life, and then pray with eatier over what was discussed.

Bridge
Ask them to stay in thegroups of 3 or 4.

Say: Each group has a few minutes to come up with what they would do or say to convince the whole
group to follow them out the door.

Give each team about 30 seconds to convince the whole group to follow them out the door.
Debrief

Which goup was most convincing?

Which group was the least convincing?

Why were these groups either convincing or not convincing?

How do these ways relate to how Jesus calls has called people to follow Him?

FOCAL POINT : Jesus calls you to follow Him.

Introduction
After Jesus had spent forthays of fasting in the wildaess, He came to the point isHife where He
neededlisciples to carry on His wordnd to spread the Good News to all.

One day, He was strolling alotige Sea of Galilee. An old mdiring a fishing net watched Jesus as H
walked barefoot through the sand. He saw Jesus wave to the children swimming in the sea and watched
Him help an old lady to her feet. The man wondered why Jesus was there, for He was from Nazareth.
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Jesus stopped drstared out to sea at a little boat on its way to shore. Only Jesus knew what He was

there for. The man watched as Jesus shouted out something to a man, Peter, while he was getting off the
boat. The old man did not know what Jesus had said, but he dawflibem walk off shouldeto-

shoulder, laughing and smiling.

The Word
To start off Peterds |ife of discipleship, we find him fi:
Matthew 4:1820.

Why was the way Jesus invited Peter to follow Him oddifferent from the ways of the other rabbis in
those days? How is it different from the way we disciple people today?

What did Jesus ask of Peter?
What did Jesus promise Peter?
How did Peter respond? What is the meaning of his actions?

In the next tek we find that when people seek to have the truth, they have a strong foundation for their

lives. This could be one reason why Peter had no question about coming and following Jesus in Matthew

4:1820 because he had built a strong foundationinJasuse | earned in | ast nightoés discus
exploring. Read Luke 6:489.

What does Jesus mean by building on a solid foundation?
How can we relate this to Godds call ?
What would this foundation help us with in our lives?

Now that Peter had a solid foundation in Christ, he knew he had to be completely dedicated to Jesus. So

he | eft everything on a mauthave hadeupmanyexause o tr ul y f
said, AWell, 1611 f ol |l dsus3asksuwstddaymecausedimtlyecdaybdut he di d
wants us. He calls usw Read Luked:57-62.

ol I ow. F
not
How can we put our hands to the plow?

What did Jesus mean where kbld theman that foxes have holesbteH d oesndt have a place to res
head?

What kind d commitment does Jesus desire from us?
How does that l ook practically in our lives?Oo0
Jesus has promiséidat when we choose to follow Him and answés ¢hll to come, then He will honor

us for that choice. Read John 12:26.
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How can we be where Jesus is?
What does Godés fihonoringo |l ook | ike?
How can this promise relate to us today?

Try It Out!

Just as Jesus is coming to call us, we must come to follow Him. He calls with haste, without delay, with
courage, and without fear. He calls us the way that we dlamswer Him. This is the way that Peter
answered the call to start his spiritual walk, for Peter was giving up the life he had for something that
would be better in the long run. In Luke 18:28, we find Peter gave up his honm@ohatblya lot more

than that.

What is Jesus calling you to do? Take some time now, alone, to think about how God has called you in

the past or is calling you now to follow Him. Give Him yol
tell Him now. Prayto Himorwrt e it down because it doesndét matter how Yyol
matters that you do answer it. He is simply and purely calling yécoimeo

People have found that it is hard to believe someone when you do not know that person. In the same
way, wehave to invest in a relationship with Jesus to get to know Him better. This can only happen
when we take time to find Him daily. We call it T.AiGime Alone with God. This is the perfect time

to start tagging up with your Savior. Here are the steps fotoytaunch T.A.G in your life. Write out

your answers now to the following questions and try to apply them when you go home tonight:

1. Choose a time. Choose a time that would work best for you to connect with God every day.
Would it be morning, afteon or evening?

2. Choose a place. It helps you make T.A.G. a priority if you have a place set aside to meet with
God. Think of a place that would be most free of distractions.

3. Choose a plan. Think of T.A.G. havingl@asttwo great prioritespr ayer and Godébés Word.
Decide what you wil/ read and study in Godds Word

or Genesis is a great place to begin! Jus I
He is!

Wh a't | fé?

In your groups, discuss these questions, build each other up, and make it practical to your lives:
What if you told Jesus Christ you would come to Him as you are?

What if you told Jesus Christ you would follow Him wherever He leads you?

What if you invested iyour relationship with God on a daily basis starting tonight?
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What is the potential difference it could make in your life?

Check-out

Summary: Many times in our lives we find that Jesus calls us, whether it is something simple or

challenging. Sometimes, we wilhkw right away, but other timege will have to pray and listen very

hard to hear His call. Jesus called Peter, an averagenggnmer, to come and follow i, who was

and is perfect. Jesus reached out for Peter, rather than waiting for Peter to eventually find Him. He is

reaching out for you. AWe must not wait for stronger per st
tempers.We can do nothing of ourselves. We int@me to Christ just as we areSteffs to Chrisp.

30). Just as Jesus knew what Peter could do, He knows what our potential is, but He is waiting for our

answer.

Choice: Will you answer His call to come andlifov Him? Tell Him what is on your heart and be
honest.

Faith Challenge

Would you like to grow closer to your Savior and build your relationship with Him? The challenge for
you in the next 23 hours before we meet again is to apply T.A.G. into yourdifdo This, you can start
with these simple steps:

Schedule an appointment with God.

Read Matthew 4:1:20 and chapter 25.

Talk to God about your choice to follow Him.

Ask Him to impress your heart with whatever He has to say to you in response.
Take actio!

Closing

Give each small group time to pray about the faith challenge. Have each member pray specifically for
the person on his or her right. After that, ask for prayer requests from the whole group. Then, pray for a
divine blessing upon the whole group.
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Day4
TRUST

Matthew 14: 2223

SERMON

FOCAL POINT : Trust Jesus!
Small Groups
Accountability

Ask: Please team up in tweguys together and girls together.
Ask each other:
How is your T.A.G. time going?

What did you do with | ast nightodés faith challenge?
Bridge

SayTurn to someone near and ask how theydére doing. Ask how
they have seen God working in their life.

Call for a volunteer.

Preprepare a container by filling it with sticks, leaves, dirt, and even a fevaaonful insects if
available. Be sure to leave a hole large enough for a hand to reach through. You should not be able to
see into the container.

Place a coin or some othemall semivaluable item in the container.

Tell the volunteer that the container may or may not have a live creature in it and that they are searching
for a [insert name of item].

Have them put their hand in the container to search for the item. Whefinithé, let them keep it.
Debrief: Have everyone turn to the people they talked to earlier to discuss these questions.

Was it difficult to place their hand in the container? Why or why not?
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How might the vol

unt e er 6 o the m@aof unknowm things compaeeevithn g t hei r hand i
your reaction to Godds | e

ading in your |ife?
Pray with the person next to you for an open mind and a willing heart.
[Pray with congregation.]

Introduction

Imagine the only thing between you and safety is a rickety old bridge. The boards are cracked, the ropes

are bare, but behind you a blazing fire surges uncontrollably. On the other side of the bridge, someone

calls to you. Theybutelyowoar dn&®ts swrfee wlo cirtosiss or how t he
What do you do?

Every day we are called to trust Jesus. We don6t al ways Kkr
things will work out. Somet i me ®Hisvoie Théagoodonewaf usi on, we ar et
is that Jesus does not wait for us to trust Him perfectly. He invites us to trust Him. He waits patiently

while we learn to trust Him. And He is rigtitere to catch us when we fail.

[Read Matthew 14:229.]

Jesus desires eadme of usto trustinHm When Jesus came to the disciples on th
realize who He was. They were probably distracted by the storm and tired of fighting the waves. In their

exhausted state, their confusion turned to fear. Jesus felteheand wanted to replace it with trust in

Him. He reassured them by identifying Himself. Knowledge of who He was laid a foundation of trust.

AHow often the disciplebs experience is ours! When the t e
lightnings flash, and the waves sweep over us, we battle the storm alone, forgetting that there is One

who can help us. We trust to our own strength till our hope is lost, and we are ready to perish. Then we

remember Jesus, and if we call upon Him to save ushainot cry in vain. Though He sorrowfully

reproves our unbelief and selbnfidence, He never fails to give us the help we need. Whether on the

land or on the sea, if we have the Savior in our hearts, there is no need of fear. Living faith in the

Receemer will smooth the sea of life, and will deliver us from danger in #yetat He knows to be

b e sDesire ¢f Ages, p.336

Jesus does not expect us to trust Him without help. He calms our fears and concerns as He did for the
disciples. In the Biblewe learn who Jesus is. He then invitissto take a step towaktim.

Peter did not have everything together when Jesus called him. He was still questioning whether or not

Jesus was who He said He was. His challenge to Jesus shows both doubt andrtrurtte iydfor us,

Jesus does not require perfect trust, only willingness. Je
invitation.

Peter now had an opportunity to put his cautious trust into action. He knew that people cannot walk on
water. But he knewesus, t0o. So, in spite of his questions, Peter climbed out of the boat and onto the
water, notice that it was his initiative to ask Jesus that he should walk on degesmgreed anéeter
stepped out of the boat and walkedHim on the water.

Senior Youth Seek of Prayer2012 What if You Gave Christ Everything? 28



[Read Matthew 14: 3B3]

We are told that Peter was iglg towards Jesus and as long as he was doing that, all was well; then the

passag says, fAWhen hewasaolondgehleoking untodesus,.but at the éffects of the

wind creating the wees; he took his eyes off Jesus. He lost sight of the Savior and became afraid. But

Jesus is always there for us when we fall. Doubt and fear clouded his vision until all he could see was

the wind and waves sur r oun dimselfgandhe forgot fdrea ménmeetw he coul dndt s
that Jesus was the One making it happen.

s

Peter instantly realized his mistake and cried out to the one Person that he knew could save him. Jesus

did not allow any time to pass shgbttherewaitingfoesdveer 6 s cr y
him. He may have been di sappointed with Peterds | a
Peter.

and Hi ¢
ck of tr

Peterés Ilife is an excell ent ex deghdwed incrédibewtiuatt | ear ni ng t o t
in daring Jesuso call him to walk on water; sometimes, we can experience temporary lapses after

displaying surprising levels of trust. Butezy time Peter failed, Jesus picked him back up. Peter went

on to be a great influence to the world. Can we da#mee? Of course we can! We can all step out of

our boats and trust Jesus. We can all get into the water to experience something completely new with

our Savior. We may fail, but Jesusd power and trustworthir
the ircredible things that could happen if we would only step out of the boat and truly trust Jesus with

everything.

One of the first things we have #3% trust is Jesus6 | ove fc

The enemy is always at work to make us feel that Godddes | ove us. We might feel i ke w
done too many things wrong that we have disappointed Him too often. Sometimes, when tragic things

happen, we blame God for it. Thatisexacttywt t he enemy wfashdcausatonl t was Satands
against Godd say that He should not be trusted. Guard yourself against this. Take texts like the one we

just read and embed them in your heart. Jesus tells us over and over again that His love for us is never

ending, and His greatest desire is that none shoulosheHis love for us surpasses everything. We

cannot comprehend it. This love will never leave us and will never betray a trust.

Keeping this undying love in mind, turn with me to Romans 3:23. [Read Romanks&Go2idoves us,

but we fall short. But eveour failures do not stop Jesus from saving us. He does not judge us by our
failures; He saves us in spite of them. Jesus longs to save us from the seas that threaten our lives; we
need only to ask.

Now turn with me over just a few chapters to the fir$t bBRomans 6:23. [Read the first half of

Romans 6:23 We cannot save ourselves, but if we are not saved, we will die. Sin and separation from

God will result in death. Too often we overlook the fact that we owe everything to God. There is not a

singehi ng we 6owndé that was not provided by God. Without Hir

Just as Peter cried out to Jesus for physical salvation, we too must cry out to Jesus for eternal salvation.
We need to admit to Jesus that we are full of sin and fall shoiisajléty, and because of this we
desperately need His saving grace.
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Turn with me to 1 John 1:9. [Read 1 John]JIEYerything that separates us from God can be

completely wiped away if we only ask. He loves us so much that He desires for us to lialyetétim

Him. We know He loves us and that His love cannot be taken from us. We can put our trust in His love
and in His promise to forgive us. 2 Peter 3:9 tells us that Jesus does not want any to be lost, but wants all
to come to repentance. He longs digrto confess our sins to Him so that He can forgive us and take

away our guilt.

Jesus loves us unconditionally and earnestly waits for us to confess our sins so He can forgive us. He
also has a special gift for us. [Read the second half of Romans 6:23.]

Whenever you know that you have the perfect gift for a fri
You eagerly anticipate the happiness in their eyes. Your love for your friend makes it all the more

exciting since their joy will bring you joy as WeHow much more so is it with Christ? We know He

loves us with an incomprehensible love and that He is eagerly awaiting our choice to let Him forgive us.

He wants to free us from gudind offers us the incomparable gift of eternal life. Jesus wanisetyau

this gift so badly that He died so that we could have the opportunity to take it.

Turn with me to Revelation 3:2(Read Revelation 3:20Jesus patiently waits for us to accept salvation
rather than forcing us. Jesus desires to be with us. His weaoome in and spend time with us. Jesus
wants to have a close relationship with us. Our part seems rather simple. Jesus invites us to hear His
voice and open the door.

Wemust recoghni ze hePeterdid Theawelmust go toldeSuswiltstumble and
probably fall, but one cry to Jesus and He will be there picking us right back up. All we must do is invite
Him to save us and become our best friend.

He wants to show you His love, forgive your sins, free you from guilt, and give ymaktée. Jesus
did not refuse Peterds call. He has not refused anyoneds
your heart. He WILL come in.

Pray with me now, and if you are willing, invite Jesus into your heart today. He eagerly knocks at the

door of your heart. As we bow our heads, dondt send Him a\
that He will take care of you.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION

How will putting your complete trust in God affect your life and the lives of those around you?

Why did Peter have such a hard time trusting Jesus? Why do we have the same problem?

How do our failures affect our relationship with God? Wh ¢
gift of salvation for you?
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Faith Challenge
Do you truly want torust God with your life? Your faith challenge for the next 23 hours is this:

1. Review the verses discussed today. Pray about them, think about them, and search your heart. Pray
that God opens your mind to what He has to say.

2. Read Psalms 14546.

Takeabout five minutes to consider your salvation. Think about who you are trusting it to: yourself?
God? Your closest confidant? The Omieo is strong enough to ensure its safety?

Pray to God for the strength to truly trust Him with everything: your waryiesr family, your life,
even your salvation. He is the only one who will not disappoint you.

Closing

Please turn to the person sitting beside you and pray in twos. Thank God together for His eternal love
and free gift of salvation. Ask Jesus to formgixou for the times you have chosen to doubt instead of
trust. Pray for each other that you will leaortriust Jesus with everythigno matter what storms come
through your way.
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TRUST

Matthew 14:2233

SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE
Check-In
Ask: Please teamip in twos guys together and girls together
Ask each other:
How is your T.A.G. time going?
What did you do with | ast nightodés faith challenge?
Bridge

Say:Find a partner of the same gender to perform this next activity thig find a place to sit in the
middle of the room, a little spa away from everyone else.

After giving them a chance to do this, have one pi¥oluntees go first.
Blindfold one person at one end of the room and have their partner at the otluitis@deoom.

Have some more volunteers sit down on the floor, in the way, so that the blindfolded person will have to
walk around them.

The seeing partner must verbally direct the blind person across the room without causing them to run
into anything. Theynay not touch their partner.

Have all the willing pairs complete this tagien return to the group setting.
DEBRIEF:

Was it hard to trust the other person? Why?

Was your partner deserving of your trust?

How can you know someone is trustworthy?

How does this activity resemble your trust in God?

Do you let Him lead you through life?
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FOCAL POINT : We can trust Jesus!

Introduction

After a long day of teaching, Peter must have known Jesus was exhausted. He probably suppressed his
urge to speak wheredus dismissed them to go across the lake, but inside, he still wondered if Jesus
could control the crowd without his help.

Once out in the lake, Peter must have noticed the wind rising against them. He probably thought of Jesus
on the shore, but soon beaoa quickly distracted by the growing waves. No doubt Peter began to take
control of the situation, and pride may have filled his heart as the other disciples followed his orders.

Peter did not realize that Jesus was about to show him how much he needstdstimeone other than
himself.

The Word
1. Read Matthew 14:223.

What do you think Peter wasfthioki YopmethYowonhe meok d J
the watero?

How did Jesus respond to Peteuotdesusthall enge? What do
Why did Peter sink?

What was he afraid of?

What happened when Peter finally realized he coul dnbo
How did Jesus respond to Peterds call?

Did Jesus refuse Peterds cry for salvation? Has he
2. Read Proverb3:5-6.

Did Peter take Solomonés advice?

How could Peter have trusted more? What did he do wrong?

In order to be saved from the sea, Peter had to choose to trust Jesus with his life and ask for help. Peter
learned that he could not escape the sdarhgelf. He had to trust Jesus with everything, every bit of
himself: his past, his present, and his future. Perhaps Peter finally began to realize that Jesus was not
only the Savior of his life, but also the Savior of his soul.
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AHow oft en xphriencalis osirs! iWhénehé tempests of temptation gather, and the fierce
lightnings flash, and the waves sweep over us, we battle the storm alone, forgetting that there is One
who can help us. We trust to our own strength till our hope is lost, anteweaaly to perish. Then we
remember Jesus, and if we call upon Him to save us, we shall not cry in vain. Though He sorrowfully
reproves our unbelief and selbnfidence, He never fails to give us the help we need. Whether on the
land or on the sea, e have the Savior in our hearts, there is no need of fear. Living faith in the
Redeemer will smooth the sea of life, and will deliver us from dangbeiway that He knows to be

b e sDesire ¢f Ages, p.336

3. Read Romans 8:33P

What doesthisvees t el | us about Godébés | ove?

Did Peter think that the wind and waves were more powerful than Jesus? Why?

Il's there anything power ful enough to take away Godds | ove
Summary: Trust in God because He loves you for who you are, and nothing can takeathat

4. Read Romans 3:23, 6:23'(1alf)

What is the end result of sin? Why?

What happened when Peter stopped trusting Jesus?

What did Jesus do when He heard Peterods cry?
Does Jesus force you to be saved? Did He grab Peter before Peter asked?

How do ya get help from Jesus?

Summary: Peter needed to tell Jesus that he needed Him. We must tell Jesus the same thing.

5.1 John 1:9

What is Jesusdé6 promise to us in this passage?
What would Jesus do for you if you told Him all of your sins and gave Him yatPtru

Summary: Confessing your sins to Jesus frees you from any guilt and allowesggiiback into the
boat safely.

6. Read Romans 6:23"(Dart)
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What does God desire to give us?

[ Comment [ER1]: place text here J

Can we do anything to earn this gitTEXT*)|
What gift did Jesus giveeter out in the water?

How much more so does He want to give everyone eternal life?

Summary: Jesus desperately wants to save you from

He is your Savior.
7. Read Revelation 3:20
What must we do to havkesus be with us?

How did Peter accept Jesus?

Will Jesus refuse any offer to come into someoneds

Summary: Invite Jesus into your heart. He WILL come in.

Try It Out!

How incredible would it be if you completely trusted God? What if gocepted His free gift of

forgiveness and salvation, trusting thig promises it to everyone wiconfesses and asks? If you were
able to let God lead you down the path He has for you, you could find yourself in some amazing places
and situations. Nothingould come between you and what God has planned for you. Jesus desires for
you to completely trust in Hith not in yourself, others, or anything else. He wantstpaaccept Him

like Peter did as he sank into the water. We are sinking. We need to letaesus and give us the gift

of eternal life.

Sometimes we let fear keep us from God. Take this time now to pray and ask God to help you trust in
Him. Ask Him to show you what yoarestill clinging to and what is keeping you from a deeper
relationship wih Him. Think about the amazing gift that He is offering and longing for you to accept.
Ask: Write down a list of things that are holding you back from trusting in God. Pray over them
individually and ask God for His help. Tell Him that you relinquishir control and give Him all of

your problems. He will take them from you athel will not betray your trust.

What if...?

Say Please return to your small gups and answer these questions.

1. What if... you | earnedesds? om Peter6s mistake
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2 What if... you t ake-6RWhatwoalchydwsgais?dvi ce (Proverbs
3. What if é you take Jesusdé6 hand |l i ke Peter did?
Check Out

Summary: Peter trusted Jesus enough to step out of the boat, but he lost Has tiessight of the wind

and the waves. Fear made him | ose sight of Jesus

and realized he could not save himself, Jesus reached out to him and saved him from the storm.
Choice: Will you make the same deidn as Peter? Jesus will not let you fall.

Faith Challenge
Do you truly want to trust God with your life? Your faith challenge for the next 23 hours is this:

1. Review the verses discussed today. Pray about them, think about them, and search yBtayheart.
that God opens your mind to what He has to say.

2. Read Psalms 14516,

Take about five minutes to consider your salvation. Think about who you are trusting it to: yourself?
God? Your closest confidant? The Omieo is strong enough to ensure its sgfe

Pray to God for the strength to truly trust Him with everything: your worries, your family, your life,
even your salvation. He is the only one who will not disappoint you.

Closing
Ask for prayer requests. Pray for a blessing on what was learnddrahd courage to truly trust God
with everything.
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Day 5
SURRENDER

John 13: 118

SERMON

Small Groups

Accountability

Ask: Please team up in tweguys together and girls together.

Ask each other:

How is your T.A.G. time going?

Whatdidyoudowith ast nightés faith challenge?
Bridge

Say: Turn to your neighbor and discuss these questions: Thitwkoitems that you treasure.dBse)
Which one is more important to you? Which one would you give up for the other? Why? Discuss with
the persorsitting next to you for two minutes

Debrief:

You all named two items that are important to you. Even though you treasure both of them, one is still
more significant than the other. You are willing to give
Tonight we are going to talk about surrendering everything that is between us and God.

Introduction
Imagine this scene in Jerusalem during Passover:

Twelve men surged through the narrow streets, elated. Thoughts swirled around in their heads. They
were beyod reason. It had been a great week. Jesus was finally starting to show some common sense.
Just that day, He had ridden into Jerusalem on a donkey while the people sang and praised. Each disciple
had proudly walked beside Himgloryingin the favor of the gople.

This was just the first step. Soon everyone would crown their Jesus king. He would lead in a glorious
revolt against the Romans, which would end in power, riches, and fame. He had asked the disciples to
prepare a room for them to eat the Passdarrtight. Maybe this would be a secret meeting. Perhaps
they would begin deciding positions and ranks for the new kingdom.
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Soon, the inevitablargumenthad t ar t ed again. @Al 6m gosuallyy to sit on his r

i gt

menti oned d&ne! o Kjoehenti &dd. AEveryone should realize, 0 Peter i

the only one who actually gets things done around here. Jesus knows that He can count on me to be His

secondin-c o mmand. 0 Within a few minutes, aduimentof t he disciples

The disciples burst through the door and sank down on the couches. They kept bickering throughout the
meal, even after Jesus had arrived. Peter was loudly debating with Thomas when they stopped and
stared. The disciples fell silent as Jesus roset, hown, and knelt beside each one with a basin of water.
Flinching, they watched in horror aseHissumed the role of a servant and wiped the dirt from their feet.
What was happening?

The story continues in John 13tY. Please turn there with me asfaeus on the first five verses.

Message

When the disciples first arrived at the upper room, they were probably arguing. It was something that

they did often. Their minds were focused on the kingdom they thought Jesus was going to make and the

positions ofpower they thought they were going to receive. Usually a servant, the lowest of the low,

woul d wash the guestsd feet before the meal. AlIl of the
stoop to a servantdos tasHidhdowamhhndg thobgbt heledbumbEked
and washed their dirty feet.

[Read John 13:-41]

Peter was embarrassed to see Jesus doing the very thing
that what Jesus was doing was more than just the task iesl6 wanted to show them an example of

|l ove and service to each other. The disciplesd feet wer
their feet. He wanted to wash their heartill full of selfishness, pride, and the desires of being at the

right hand of a powerful king. Peter almost refused this gift. We have to realize that unless we let Jesus

fully cleanse our hearts, we have no part with Him.We
ourselves and surrender to Him.

[Read John 13:127.]

If we want to be like Jesus, we must be willing to serve. Jesus showed us the perfect example of selfless
love. He is so much more than we are, yet He stooped to the role of a servant. What does that say about
us? He invites us to follow His example adwlthe same. This heart change happens only when we fully
surrender to Him.

What does surrender really mean? How will it affect us? [Read Luke29:p3

In this passage, Jesus makes it very clear that we must deny ourselves, which has a completely differe
meaning for each person. Denying yourself means that yo
know you. 0 You say to your selfish inclinations, Al
everything for Jesus and find yourself in Him.
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He alsomentions that we must take up our crosses just as He did. If suffering, persecution, or hardship
follow us as we give ourselves to God, we should rejoice that we are suffering as Christ did. If you are
trying to fAsave your tyipdéwerporfanye, tigsamill only negult in iosing tees
most important life we can have: eternal life in Christ Jesus. Gaining the things this world has to offer is
only temporary, but life in Jesus lasts forever. Losing your life means wholly surrene@hgst,

forgetting your own plans, and following wherever He leads you. The world may call you crazy, or may
see you as ignorant, but Jesus calls you His child.

James 4:710 helps us to better understand why we need to surrender and what it means for u

[Read James 4]/

Have you ever had a habit that you tried and tri
encouraging because it shows us that Jesus is stronger than Satan. When we surrender all of our strength

to Him, He gives us thegwer to resist Satan and his temptations. He helps us to turn our backs on sin
and fully belong to Him.

[Read James 4:80.]

On countless occasions, we have all sinned and done things that we know are wrong. We are in
desperate need for God to cleansetmarts and change our minds. To do so, we must admit our
shortcomings, surrendering our sin and everything we are to\Miran Jesus washed the feet i H
disciples, He humbled himself by serving others. He calls us to do the same. As we humble ourselves
before Him daily, He will lift us up. The closer we get to God,rtfege we come to resemble Him

God has many more promises of hope to encourage our hearts. One is found in EzekiZl J&Ra&ad
Ezekiel 36:2527.]

All these verses refer to the importance of surrender:i

promises to us when we do surrender. The Holy Spirit will cleanse our hearts and form us into His
likeness. We must allow Him to break the stony placesiirhearts and fill the empty spaces with
Himself. God promises to fill us with His Spirit and give us the desire to follow His will.

Surrendering your life to Jesus Christ leads to a friendship and a fellowship with Him beyond your

imagination. Asurrerelr ed heart is a heart that is full of

life of service beyond your wildest dreams.

In Steps to Christp. 464 7 , El'l en White shares: iThe worl dés

all their wants, impegfct i ons, and weaknessesé You cannot change

give to God its affections; but you canhooseo serve Him. You can give Him your will; He will then
work in you to will and to do according to His good pleasure. Thus youlewiadure will be brought
under the control of the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be centered upon Him, your thoughts will
be in harmony with Him. o

What does this mean? When we give Jesus everything, imperfect as we are, He will do for s what w
cannot do for ourselves. He will change us and make us like Him.
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| want to give you the opportunity during the next two minutes to ask God these questions: What are the
stony places in my heart? What is in my lifat | need to surrender to You?

[Wait for two minuteg

If you want to surrender those places to Jesus, | invite you to take a *piece of paper and pencil that are
being distributed. On the paper, write the issue God has placed on your heart, and then bring the paper

up to the frontto bethrow away. As you do so, pray in your heart

than this. I give up to You and ask

[*Instead of paper and a pencil, you can also use other objects such as rocks, Ieaves, etc
[When all are back in their seats, continue.]

A story is often told of a particular methods | a s éorcépsuring monkeys. They find a coconut

make a hole in it, and place sonee inside. This coconut is then put where monkeys are often seen.
Disappearing behind trees or bushes, the hunters lie in wait. Sure enough, a monkey comes along.
Seeing the rice, he chatters in excitement and plunges his hand into the coconut in hopes of having the
rice for himself. He closes his fist around the trewt attempts to remove the rice so he can enjoy it.
Unfortunately, the coconut s o p eandthegce.iSgueezimgt bi g
and tugging, the monkey tries repeatedly to pull his fist out of the coconut, but is unsuccessful.

Chatering angrily, he does not notice the hunters sngalp behind him, throimg a bag over him, and
takinghim away.

Friends, we may |l augh at this story. Why didnot
of the rice? | wondeihow many times we do the same thing. We hold onto things as insignificant to God

as a handful of rice seems to us. These may be habits, attitudes, grudges, or material things of this world.
They seen so important, yet in the etldey distract us and leas away from God.

Tonight we have been talking about surrendering. To me, surrendering means
[Please insert a story or share what surrender has meant to you.]

Too often, the world has given us the misconception that surrender isad sigakness. We think of
people who just give up without a fight. Not so with God. When we surrender to Him, this act is a sign
of strength! God is greater and stronger than you have ever imagined. There is no better Person to
submit your life to.[Jeremiah 29:1].

What about you? Are you willing to hand over your life to God? Are you ready to surrender everything
to His plan and purposes? If your answer is yes, | invite you to do so right now as we stand and pray.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
Pray togetler in the small group before you begin.
1.) Read John 6:35, 14:27, ah8.6-9.
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a) Why should | surrender?

b) How do | surrender?

c) What does Peterds surrender to Jesus teach you about

d) What does surrendere an t o me? How woul d you e x-@Hrigtiann
friend or family member?

2.) What if | truly surrendered my life to God?
a) How would my life change?
b) What would change in my relationship with God?
¢) How am | being calletb serve others?

d) How will my complete surrender to God affect the way | serve my family, friends, those |
dondét | ike, and my community?

3.) Read Luke 9:225.
a) What does the cross symbolize for you?
b) What do you have to give up to take up yonarss?
¢) What does it mean to truly follow Jesus?

d) What does this text say about our priorities?

Faith Challenge
Schedule an appointment with God.

Read Genesis 124 . Fol |l ow Adtheashga ofié man svtio drulyyknew the meaning of
surrender.

Hold out your hands before God and offer Him your life in complete surrender.
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Pray for Godoés help to get rid of whatever is keeping you
something He longs to give you.

Closing

Close together with a prayer. Pray for gegson on your right. Ask them what they want to be prayed
for specifically, and also pray that they take up the faith challenge today. Pray for their spiritual walk
with God and any troubles they may be going through. Then we will close with a grgep pra

Pray that God will help the person you pray for to willingly surrender whatever is between God and

him/her. Within your minigroups of 23 people, ask for prayer requests, and pray together over each

ot herds struggl es anée AskwGedto btesseactlgpersod as hd/sha explorex hal | eng
Him.
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SURRENDER

Based on John 13:17, James 4:-1, Luke 9:2325 & Ezekiel 36:2827
SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE

Check-In
Ask: Please team up in tweguys together and girls together.
Ask each other
How is your T.A.G. time going?
What did you do with I ast nightoés faith challenge?
Bridge

1. Say:Turn to your neighbor. Name two items that you treasure. Which one is more important to you?
Which one wouldagu give up for the other? Why?

2. Give themwo minutes to share.

3. DEBRIEF

Ask: If both items were important, what made one more important to you?
What does this activity have to do with Jesus?

FOCAL POINT : Jesus calls us to complete surrender.

Introduction
Imagine this sceneinJerusaldmur i ng Passover é

Twelve men surged through the narrow streets, elated. Thoughts swirled around in their heads. They
were beyond reason. It had been a great week. Jesus was finally starting to show some common sense.
Just that day, He had ridden interudsalem on a donkey while the people sang and praised. Each

disciple had proudly walked beside Him, glorying in the favor of the people.

This was just the first step. Soon everyone would crown their Jesus king. He would lead in a glorious
revolt agamnst the Romans, which would end in power, riches, and fame. He had asked the disciples to
prepare a room for them to eat the Passover that night. Maybe this would be a secret meeting. Perhaps
they would begin deciding positions and ranks for the newdkding
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Soon, the inevitablargumenh ad st arted agai n. Al d mualyoi ng t o s

menti oned & me!Joohhne r eisNboonded. fiEveryone shoul d
the only one who actually gets things done arcwer@. Jesus knows that He can count on me to be His
secondn-c o mmand . 0O Within a few minutes, all/l of the

The disciples burst through the door and sank down on the couches. They kept bickering throughout the
meal, even after Jesus had arrived. Peter was loudly debating with Thomas when he stopped and stared.
The disciples fell silent as Jesus rose, bent down, and knelt beside each one with a basin of water.
Flinching, they watched in horror as he assumeddleeof a servant and wiped the dirt from their feet.

What was happening?

The Word
Pray together before you begin

Read John 13:-17.
[All bulleted items are possible answers.]
Ask Why did Jesus wash His disciplesd6 feet?
1 to show them an example
1 He wanted them to love and serve each other
9 to teach them humility
Ask Why didnét Peter want Jesus to wash his feet?
1 he was embarrassed
1 he was proud, still following his own desires
T he hadndét fully given his heart to Jesus
f he didndét understand
Ask: Whatchanged his mind?
1 he did not want to miss out on what Jesus had to offer

1 he wanted to belong to Jesus and be identified with Him
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Read James 4:10.
Ask: What does it mean to submit ourselves to God?
1 we give Him control over our whole lives
1 we recognizehe lordship of Christ
1 we no longer belong to ourselves, but to God
1 we become willing to follow His will
Ask: What does God promise when we humble ourselves before Him?
1 He will lift us up
ReadLuke 9:2325.
Ask: When we surrender, what will God call ustio?
1 sacrifice
1 deny ourselves
Ask: What does it mean to deny yourself?
9 turn your back on the world
9 forget your own desires
1 getrid of anything keeping you from God
Read Ezekiel 36: 237.
Ask: Why do we need to surrender to God?
1 we are full of impurities
1 we hold onto idols

9 our hearts are like stone
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Ask: What does God give us when we surrender to Him?
1 anew heart
1 anew spirit
1 He will move us to follow His decrees/laws

InStepsto Christp. 464 7, EIl |l en White shares: AThyareywdth!| dos

al |l their wants, i mperfections, and weaknessesé

give to God its affections; but you cahooseo serve Him. You can give Him your will; He will then
work in you to will and to do according His good pleasure. Thus your whole nature will be brought
under the control of the Spirit of Christ; your affections will be centered upon Him, your thoughts will
be in harmony with Him.o

Ask: What does this mean to you?

When we give Jesus everytbirimperfect as we are, He will do for us what we cannot do for ourselves.
He will change us and make us like Him.

Try It Out!
Say:Take threaminutes of silence, just between you and God. Ask God to show you what is holding you
backfrom completesurrender to Him.

Say:Take a common object. Picture it as the thing you just identified. Throw it awagyatbal of
surrendering to God.

Examples:

1. Write problem on a piece of paper, then crumple it and throw it away.
2. Take a rock and tossiito a bucket of water, or a lake, stream, etc.
What ifé?

Say:Please discuss these questiongrioups of two or three.

What does surrender mean to you?

What is holding you back from surrendering?

What if you truly submitted your life to God?

Check-out
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Summary: By allowing Jesus to wash his feet, Peter showed that he was totally surrendering himself

to God. Jesus calls each of us to do the same.

Choice: The world sees surrender as defeat. Thev@toof Christ finds surrender to bectory.
Will you surrender your life to God?

Faith Challenge
Schedule an appointment with God.

Read Genesis 124 . Fol | ow Athersagha amdas whe truty knew the meaning of
surrender.

Hold out your hands before God and offer Him your life in completessder.
Pray for Goddés help to get rid of whatever
Ask Him to replace it with something He longs to give you.

Closing

Get in twos with the person you shared with earlier. Pray for each other that God will help you to

surrendeto Him.
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Day 6
ASK

Acts 2:147

SERMON

FOCAL POINT : Ask God for the Holy Spirit

Small Groups

Accountability

Ask: Please team up in paidsguys together and girls together.

Ask each other:

How is your T.A.G. time going?

What did you dfathokallenge? | ast ni ght o6s

Ask: What have you asked God for recently? Did you get what you wanted? Did you ask for a material
item or something else?

Please team up in groups of3d guy and girl teams. Ask each other: What did you do with last night's
faith challenge? Listen to each other. Support each other. Pray for each other.

Bridge

Say Imagine an important birthday is coming up and your mother has told you she will make your
favorite food. Turn to the person next to you, and discuss what you weudds lkspecial meal for
your birthday

Give the young people a minute to discuss this.

Say Now imagine that your mother has even set an entire day aside from her normal work to create
your meal; she only asks that you tell her what you want her to nfdleeday comes and you still have

not told her what you would like to eat, and then the day passes without a special meal because of your
unwillingness to answer.

Debrief:How do you think this made your mother feel? What keeps us from asking in plivda#
Are there any times in your |ife where God is waiting to ¢
do you think this makes God feel?
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Introduction

As the sun shed the early rays of morning, Peter quietly walked the streets of Jerusaleni Badmuc

happened in so little time; he felt as if his emotions would nevertrid et t | e. Theeathr agedy of Jesus
and his own denial had crushed his spirit. Yet, things had not ended there. Greeting a fellow walker,

Peter felt his step lighten a bit. Thea me Jesus who hedd thought dead had risen,
fisherman Peter, to feed His sheep! Gazing at the morning rays, Peter felt a sense of joy fill him. His

Savior was going to come again, and He had promised to send the Helper, the Hplip Sipéri

disciples. Following ki last commands, the disciples had stayed in Jerusalem, setting aside their

differences and becoming unified as they sought the Holy Spirit Jesus spoke of.

Reaching a nondescript building, Peter quietly opened the dooligpedsinside. Glancing around, he

noted the many other believers gathered there, exchanging greetings with a few. Here they were

gat hered, and here they would wait until Jesusd promi se he
down. Even with thisassuance, however, Peter wasnét prepared for what

As he prayed with the others, something suddenly happened. Like a violent wind blowing, a sound came
from heaven and filled every corner of the house. Peter stared in amazement. Then he sawgsometh
more. What seemed to be tongues of fire split and came to rest on every disciple. As the fire came to rest
on his head, Peter was filled with the promised Gift. Truly, the Holy Spirit had come.

The Message
What was Peter counting on in his time ofd®én Luke 11:13, Jesus is talking to thisciples about

prayer, and as He finisheseH makes this interesting comment: filf you then
give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the HolydSpirit t
those who ask Hi m?o0 Even we who are sinfal human beings |

how much more our perfect heavenly Fathentwao give us the Holy Spirit.

Peter knew that his Heavenly Father really wanted to give him the gift of tigeSHuit. All Peter
needed to do was ask, and so that's what he did. I n Acts !
|l eave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had pr omi
Ayou shall be lyapgpizéed wioth mamg KHalys from now. 0

Peter and the disciples, trusting that promise, stayed in a city where they experienced great danger and

many challenges. Jerusalem was where Jesus was put to death, and no doubt many memories lingered in

Peter's mind offis three denials in that city. Yet regardless of the dangers, Peter and the apostles clung

to Jesus' promise, knowing it would be fulfilled. This is not only for the disciples, however. In Acts

2:39, Peter proclaims that all can receive the wonderfubfjifie Holy Spirit.

Yet, how do you receive this gift? Read Acts 1143 Speaking of the disciples, the textsdiys hes e al |

with one mind were continually devoting themselves to pr a\)
speci fic fasbopbpd, 0fii hnopeevious experiences, these twelve
quarreled among themselves, even in the presence of Jesus. But in this preparation, all 120 of the

believers gathered there set aside their differences and became unified. Thenkmgfact of that

happening in your church; the results could be incredible!
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e of

Ell en White s , f aus an
t hew&per wi g

ays It y restriction orl
not flow earthward to mené. | t I

ing, al/l woul d

Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why do we not hunger and thirst for the gift of
the Spirit? Why do we not talk of it, pray for it, and pr e

Yet praye and unity cannot be gained by human means. Peter, in Acts 2:38, realizes this and explains it

to the crowd, saying ARepent, and | et each of you be bapti
forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the giftefttHo | v Spirit . o You cannot be fil]l
yourself and the Holy Spirit at the same time. You will be filled witk or the other. nlLuke 9:23,

Jesus say® deny yourself, take up your cross dailyddollow Hm.J ohn 14: 17 says, iThe worl d
cannot reeive [The Holy Spirit], because it does not behold Him or know Him, but you know Him
because He abides with you, and wil/ be in you.06 The Lord

He has given you free choice in timatter. Ask Him to cleanse y@nd grant you the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Then you will find your life changing in incredible ways.

Yet just what are these incredible ways? In Actsd:8,s us pr o mi s e gushalreceivki sci pl es: iy

power when the Holy Spirit hasme upon you, andoy shall be m witnesses both in Jerusalem, and

in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of
in John 16:13, Jesus safiswh en He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will g

This truly is fulfilled through Peter in the very next chapter. Filled with the power of the Holy Spirit, he
spontaneously preaches to a great crowd right outside the disciples' meeting house, telling them the
starting reality of their positionPeter clis on them to repent, and astounding results take place. Acts
2:41 says that three thousand souls were added to the believers in a single day! This body of believers

goes on in verse 42 and 47, fAconti nulfellowshigevoti ng themsel\
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. .. Praising God anc
everyday people became powerful witnesses for Christ. Through their actions, unity, and joy, they

became witnesses, dmd thtehe bamdewasayddiynglay those who we

If you value God's opinion over your own, He will do amazing things through you. If you let go of your
fears and make room for the Holy Spirit, you can become a powerful witness for Christ. Jesuthlef
amazing Gift and Helper, but the Holy Spirit can't help you if you don't let Him in. It's all up to you. All
you have to do iask.

Small Groups

Think of the amazing things the Holy Spirit did through Peter and the rest of the apostlesabthink

how this could happen in your own life! Yet, as with everything God does, He wants our cooperation.
You have to ask the Holy Spirit to come in and change you. Get into the groups you met with earlier and
discuss a few questions.

What if you asked Gotb cleanse you of sins and fears, making room for the Holy Spirit? What would
you need to let go of?

What if you let the Holy Spirit work through you to be a fearless witness? What could happen in your
circle of family, friends and classmates?
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What do yai think the Holy Spirit dreams of doing in your life?

Faith Challenge
Do you want the Holy Spirit in your life? In the next 23 hours, your faith challenge is this:

Read Acts 22 and Luke 11:413.
Ask Godfor the gift of the Holy Spiriand what you need tbo in order to receive Him.

Closing

Close together with a prayer. Pray for the person on your right. Ask them what they want to be prayed
for specifically, and also pray that they take up the faith challenge today. Pray for their spiritual walk
with Godand any troubles they may be going through. Then we will close with a group prayer.
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ASK

Acts 2:147
SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE

Check-In

Ask: Please team up in twdsyuys together and girls togeth

Ask each other:

How is your T.A.G. time going?

Whatdidy ou do with | ast nightoés faith challenge?
Bridge

Say Imagine an important birthday is coming up and your mother has told you she will make your
favorite food. Turn to the person neatyiouand discuss what you would like as a special meal for your
birthday.

Give the young people a minute to discuss this.

Say Now imagine that your mother has even set an entire day aside from her normal work to create
your meal; she only asks that you tell her what you want her to make. The day comes and yoai still hav
not told her what you would like to eat, and then the day passes without a special meal because of your
unwillingness to answer.

Debrief

How do you think this made your mother feel?

What keeps us from asking in our daily lives?

Are there any timesmmour | i fe where God is waiting to give you somet|
How do you think this makes God feel?

FOCAL POINT : Ask for the Holy Spirit.
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Introduction

As the sun shed the early rays of morning, Peter quietly walked the streets of JefSsatamh had

happened in so |ittle time; he felt as if his emotions wo.l
death and his own denial had crushed his spirit; yet, things had not ended there. Greeting a fellow

walker, Peter felt his step lighten a.Bihe same Jesus who he had thought dead had risen, and had

asked him, fisherman Peter, to feed His sheep! Gazing at the morning rays, Peter felt a sense of joy fill

him. His Savior was going to come again, and He had promised to send the Helper, tBpititolyg

the disci pl es .lastEoommandswthedigcipl€tadistayeddirsJerusalem, setting aside

their differences and becoming unified as they sought the Holy Spirit Jesus spoke of.

Reaching a nondescript building, Peter quietly opehedibor and slipped inside. Glancing around, he
noted the many other believers gathered there, exchanging greetings with a few. Here they were
gat hered, and here they would wait until Jesu

6s promi se |
down.Everwi t h t hi s assurance, however, Peter wasnot

S
0 prepared f
As he prayed with the others, something suddenly happened. Like a violent wind blowing, a sound came

from heaven and filled every corner of the house. Peter started in amazementheTéew something

more. What seemed to be tongues of fire split and came to rest on every disciple. As the fire came to rest

on his head, Peter was filled with the promised Gift. Truly, the Holy Spirit had come.

The Word
Read Luke 11:93. How willing is God to give you gifts? What gift does He long to give you? What is
the one thing we must to do receive these gifts?

Read Acts 1:4, 39. What is common to these verses? What does Jesus promise the disciples? Who is
this promise for?

Read Actsl:13-14, 38. In what way were the disciples praying? How is this significant to our current
experience? What is key to being able to receive the Holy Spirit?

Read John 14:167. What does Jesus do? Why can the world not receive the Holy Spirit2do&hat
this say about our preparation for the Holy Spirit?

Read Acts 1:8 and John 16:13. What does Jesus say the Holy Spirit will enable the disciples to do? How
can this apply to your modern situation?

Read Acts 2:42, 47. What happens to the believetsrahis outpouring of the Holy Spirit?
What changes do you notice? What impact could this gift have on our current church?

ElI'l en White says, ilt i s not because of any restriction or
not flow earthwardtomeén. 1 f al |l were willing, all would be filled with

Since this is the means by which we are to receive power, why do we not hunger and thirst for the gift of
the Spirit? Why do we not talk of it, pray fordt,nd preach concerning it?0 (AA50).
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